he Barbara and Stephen Friedman Chair

in Liturgy, Worship, and Ritual at
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion, created through the generosity of
Barbara and Stephen Friedman, was inaugu-
rated at Founders’ Day Ceremonies at
HUC-JIR/New York on March 16. Dr.
Lawrence A. Hoffman is the inaugural recip-
ient of this new Chair. As the first of its kind
at HUC-JIR, the Friedman Chair reflects
HUC-JIR’s curricular commitment to revi-
sioning Jewish faith, thought, and practice
by exploring new forms of liturgy, worship,
and ritual that are meaningful and inspira-
tional for Jews today.

In announcing the Friedman Chair, Rabbi
Ellenson noted, “We are grateful to Barbara
and Stephen for their visionary philanthropy
which will ensure that HUC-JIR provides
cutting-edge training for clergy, educators,
communal professionals, and scholars. By
designating this Chair in the area of Jewish
liturgy, worship, and ritual, they and we rec-
ognize the important contribution of Rabbi
Hoffman and Synagogue 2000, which he

co-founded, in envisioning and implement-
ing the synagogue ‘as the moral and spiritual
center’ for 215t century Jewry. As the
Friedman Professor of Liturgy, Worship, and
Ritual, Rabbi Hoffman will teach and
inspire our students to build communities of
learners and worshippers; they, in turn, will
motivate congregations and their leadership
toward Jewish spiritual renewal and help
guarantee a vital Jewish future.”

and Barbara Friedman

Barbara Friedman, Treasurer of HUC-JIR’s
Board of Governors, stated, “In establishing
this new Chair, we pay tribute to our
esteemed friend and mentor, the new
President of the College-Institute — Rabbi
David Ellenson — who has guided our jour-
ney in Jewish learning and activism. We feel
particularly blessed to celebrate the first
incumbent of this Chair, our beloved teacher
and friend, Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman.
Through our commitment to this new Chair,
we are honored to advance the academic
growth of the College-Institute, an institu-
tion of higher Jewish learning that we love.”

Dr. Lawrence A. Hoffman
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